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ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA, 

SHRI RAM NATH KOVIND 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE INAUGURATION OFTHE 

CONSTITUTION DAY 

 

New Delhi, November 26, 2019 

 

1. I feel honoured to be here today to inaugurate the Constitution 

Day celebrations. Today I feel doubly blessed as before 

coming to the Supreme Court, I addressed a joint session of 

parliament on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of adopting 

the Constitution. I have the rare privilege of being associated 

with both the institutions, Parliament and the Supreme Court, 

which are temples of our Republic.   

 

2. On this occasion I also feel humbled when I recall our 

Founding Fathers. Guided solely by the light of liberty and 

justice, they sat down to write this document of our destiny 

amid historic events and challenges. They created institutions 

and designed the right balance among them to ensure that 

their core objectives are not compromised. The co-existence 

of our fully independent judiciary with a vibrant parliamentary 

democracy is a testimony to their sagacity and foresight.  

 

3. These sages put in words the noble vision of our Republic in 

the Constitution after marathon deliberations over three years. 

The nation will always remain grateful to all the members and 

office-bearers of the Constituent Assembly, particularly its 

President, Dr Rajendra Prasad, and the Chairman of the 

Drafting Committee, Dr Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar, who is 

rightly known as the architect of the Constitution. Their zeal 

and devotion to meet the task of such magnitude was matched 

by contributions from the titans like Jawaharlal Nehru and 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. They headed various committees 

and sub-committees, along with ‘Acharya’ Kripalani, H. C. 

Mookerjee, Gopinath Bordoloi and Amritlal Thakkar.  
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4. I would like to also pay homage especially to the 15 women 

members of the Constituent Assembly. They included Sarojini 

Naidu, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Hansaben Jivraj Mehta, Sucheta 

Kripalani and G. Durgabai, who spoke of equal rights for one 

and all, when women in many parts of the world were denied 

basic rights.  

 

5. In his speech before the Constitution was adopted, Dr 

Rajendra Prasad rightly noted that the successful working of 

democratic institutions requires willingness to respect the 

views of others, and capacity for compromise and 

accommodation. He said, [quote] “Many things which cannot 

be written in a Constitution are done by conventions. Let me 

hope that we shall show those capacities and develop those 

conventions.” [Unquote] Seventy years later, we have reasons 

to believe that the nation has lived up to his hopes to a fair 

degree. 

 

6. As Rajen Babu, Babasaheb and many others pointed out that 

day, a Constitution is after all a mere document, recording in 

words the inspired ideas. It can come alive and enter our world 

only when it is translated into life of the nation and its ideals 

put into practice. It is the scripture of our nation that has to be 

read in a sensitive and delicate manner. The Constitution gave 

this onerous task to the judiciary. Keeping the role of the 

Supreme Court as final interpreter of the constitution and the 

laws enacted under it, the judiciary assumes the role of its 

guardian. The authors of our Constitution took extra care in 

providing it the necessary powers and freedoms to function 

without any undue influence. Over these eventful seven 

decades, the judiciary has remained alive to the high 

responsibility placed on it. I am aware of the fact that it has 

initiated several innovative measures to reach out to people. 

 

7. But for a large section of people, justice is still beyond reach. 

While we celebrate the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma 

Gandhi, let me refer to his views on the issue. Neither was the 

Father of the Nation a member of the Constituent Assembly, 
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nor do we know his views on our founding document. What we 

know for sure is that he had played a crucial role in the making 

of the Constituent Assembly and blessed this historic 

endeavour. In a sense, the Constitution is the product of the 

values inspired by the Freedom Struggle. It, thus, very much 

reflects the democratic virtues Gandhiji lived by. Still, the 

closest we have as his views on a possible Constitution is a 

book called ‘Gandhian Constitution for Free India’. Shriman 

Narayan Agarwal wrote it in 1946, based on his understanding 

of Gandhian principles. The book had the benefit of being read 

and approved by Gandhiji himself, even though the words are 

not his. 

 

8. The book is critical of the British judicial system in India. In 

panchayats of the old times, it says, [Quote] “Justice was 

cheap and fair. Modern courts, on the contrary, are very 

expensive; even very ordinary cases are disposed of only after 

months, if not years.” [Unquote] What I wish to point out here 

is that Gandhiji would have been unhappy at the high cost of 

justice.  

 

9. Indeed, the Constitution itself calls for making justice 

accessible to all. Consider the Preamble, which is the ‘seed 

text’ of the whole document. Why did ‘We, the People of India’, 

solemnly resolve to constitute India into a republic”? Obviously 

this pledge seeks, “To secure to all its citizens: JUSTICE—

Social, Economical and Political”. Like any religious scripture, 

this grand statement or “Mahavakya” of the constitution aims 

to secure liberty, equality and fraternity along with justice. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
10. On today’s occasion, let us deliberate how we can make 

justice accessible to all. One way out of the high cost is the 

provision of free legal aid. Pro-bono service is a subject close to 

my heart. As many of you know, during my days as a Supreme 

Court advocate, I provided pro-bono aid to weaker sections of 

society in general, and women and the poor in particular. I 

remain grateful to veteran lawyer Ashoke Sen who showed me 
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the way. In the multiple roles he played in the field over a long 

career, his sole objective was the pursuit of justice, for one and 

all. I hope more and more law professionals will take inspiration 

from the example of Shri Sen and distribute freely the fruits of 

their knowledge among the needy. I would like to stress here that 

the task of making justice more accessible to all has to be a 

collective effort of all the stakeholders in the bench and the bar. 

 

11. The question of access is not limited to the cost factor alone. 

Language too has been a barrier for many, for a long time. On 

this count, however, I am happy that the Supreme Court has 

followed up my suggestion and started making its judgments 

available in nine regional languages. In the days to come, the list 

can include more languages, so that common people can read 

the verdicts of the highest court.  

 

12. Another hurdle in the way of justice is the delay and the 

resulting backlog. Clearing this bottleneck requires detailed 

deliberations and systemic efforts. I also understand it is an 

ongoing process. Information and communication technology 

can bring about amazing results in this domain, and I am happy 

to learn that beginnings have been made to take help of 

technological innovations. In this context, I am glad to learn that 

three apps for mobile phones are being launched today. This 

litigant-friendly move will bring the portals of the apex court 

closer to the people. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

13. In listing the obstacles before the delivery of justice, I have in 

mind the words of Dr Ambedkar. In his concluding speech before 

the Constituent Assembly, he exhorted us not to be tardy in the 

recognition of the evils that lie across our path and not to be 

weak in our initiative to remove them. He said, [QUOTE] “That is 

the only way to serve the country. I know of no better.” 

[UNQUOTE] 

 

14. To answer Babasaheb’s call, we should also strive to spread 

the awareness about the making of the Constitution, its 



5 
 

provisions and its fundamental principle of equality. We need to 

especially narrate to the young generation the grand vision of our 

founding fathers. After all, we stand as a mere link between two 

generations in the continuing saga of this nation. Interpretation of 

the Constitution is a work in progress, and it will be up to the 

youth of the nation to carry forward the task of realizing its ideals. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

15. Let me share something with you on a personal note. As I 

mentioned before, I come here after having addressed the 

Parliament. Standing before you, I recall that in 1993-94, I had 

made a journey from here to there; from being an advocate here 

to being a member of the Upper House. Such journeys have 

enriched my perspectives on the functioning of the republic. The 

framers of our Constitution rightly underlined the doctrine of 

separation of powers among the organs of the state. This, 

however, was not to be a hurdle in serving the people. Indeed, it 

was meant to serve the people better. Observing the life of the 

nation from more than one station in my journey, I now better 

appreciate the vision of our Founding Fathers. 

 

16. I thank you for inviting me to share my views. I congratulate 

the nation on the occasion of the Constitution Day, and extend 

my best wishes to all of you for the celebrations. 

 

 

Thank you, 

Jai Hind! 

 

 

 


